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We have extensive experience in advising on recommended and hostile public bids and 
advised on 20% of all completed UK public company takeovers in 2018.  We advise 
targets, bidders and their financial advisers on all aspects of the UK takeover process, 
ensuring not just that the legal and regulatory issues are resolved, but also that the 
bid is conducted in a dynamic, strategic way.  As the UK’s takeover regime becomes 
increasingly politicised, we are particularly alive to the commercial need for parties to 
an offer to address the interests of all stakeholders in a target company. 

Our public M&A team contains four ex-secondees to the UK’s Takeover Panel, which 
sets us apart from every other City law firm.  This unrivalled depth of experience gives 
our clients the benefit of cutting edge know-how on M&A transactions.  In particular, we 
have a unique insight into the way in which the Takeover Code is applied by the Panel 
on a day-to-day basis. 

Most recently, corporate partner Simon Wood was seconded as secretary to the Panel 
from 2015 to 2017, where he was responsible for regulating the most significant M&A 
transactions during that period, such as ABInBev’s US$108bn offer for SAB Miller, 
SoftBank’s £24.3bn offer for ARM Holdings and Kraft Heinz’s abortive approach for 
Unilever.  

Effective advice on public bids requires a deep understanding of the legal and 
regulatory regime, and an ability to use the rules to obtain the best possible commercial 
outcome. We deliver this through our appreciation of written and unwritten market 
practice and the standards by which regulators and stakeholders expect bids to be 
conducted.  

INTRODUCTION

Ranked by Legal 500 UK in 
the top tier of law firms for UK 

Midmarket M&A
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SOME OF OUR MAIN MARKET AND AIM LISTED CLIENTS
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Their key strength is that they’ve 
got very able individuals in 

almost every practice area we 
choose to use. Very strong across 
the board - they are good people 

and you want them on your team

WILLIAM HILL PLC
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OUR EXPERIENCE

£18m recommended MBO 
takeover offer for SWP Group plc 

by Friars 716 Limited

TAKEOVER PANEL

Appeal hearings involving 
Ladbrokes plc, Xchanging plc, 
Bumi plc, Kalahari Minerals plc 

and Principle Capital Investment 
Trust plc

Successful defence against 
a £200m unsolicited takeover 
approach for Assura PLC from 

MedicX

£285m recommended takeover 
offer for Delta plc by Valmont 

Industries

GVC Holdings PLC

Assura PLC SWP Group plc
Takeover Panel Hearings 

Committee

Delta plc GVC Holdings PLC

£1.1bn recommended takeover 
offer for bwin.party digital 
entertainment plc by GVC 

Holdings PLC

GVC Holdings PLC’s £485m 
joint bid for Sportingbet plc with 

William Hill 

Up to £4bn recommended takeover 
offer for Ladbrokes Coral Group 

plc by GVC Holdings PLC

£186m recommended takeover 
offer for Sinclair Pharma plc by 

Huadong Medicine

US$104m recommended takeover 
offer for Artilium Plc by Pareteum 

Corporation

£99m recommended takeover 
offer for Harvey Nash Group plc by 

DBAY Advisors

GVC Holdings PLC Piper Jaffray Artilium plc DBAY Advisors

£55m recommended takeover offer 
for Produce Investments plc by 
Promethean Investments LLP

Produce Investments plc

£642m hostile takeover offer for 
Faroe Petroleum plc by DNO ASA

Lambert Energy Advisory 
Limited



5

£114m recommended takeover 
offer for Plethora Solutions 

Holdings plc by Regent Pacific 
Group Limited

£493m hostile takeover 
approach for Laird PLC by 

Cooper Industries

£96m recommended takeover 
offer for Pinewood Shepperton 

plc by Peel Holdings

£55m recommended takeover 
offer for Accumuli plc by NCC 

Group plc

£37m contested takeover offer 
for FIH Group plc by Staunton 

Holdings Limited

£176m recommended takeover 
offer for Andor Technology plc 

by Oxford Instruments

£9.4m recommended MBO 
takeover offer for Pochin’s PLC 

by Middlewich Limited

Peel Holdings Cooper IndustriesToLuna plc

Plethora Solutions 
Holdings plc Accumuli plc Shore Capital & Corporate

Andor Technology plc Creston plc
Q Invest and Atlas Merchant 

Capital 

Pochin’s PLC

£76m recommended takeover 
offer for Creston plc by a 

company controlled by DBAY 
Funds

£16m recommended takeover 
offer for Panmure Gordon & 
Co. plc by Q Invest and Atlas 

Merchant Capital

£160m recommended takeover 
offer for ToLuna plc by 

Verlinvest

£12m recommended takeover offer 
for Electronic Data Processing 
PLC by Kerridge Commercial 

Systems Limited

Kerridge Commercial 
Systems Limited

£154m recommended takeover 
offer for Communisis plc by OSG 

Group Holdings, Inc.

OSG Group Holdings, Inc.
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YOUR TEAM
CHARLES PENNEY
Senior Partner (ex-Takeover Panel)

+44 (0) 207 544 5456
charles.penney
@addleshawgoddard.com

ROGER HART
Partner

+44 (0) 161 934 6301
roger.hart
@addleshawgoddard.com

SIMON WOOD
Partner (ex-Takeover Panel)

+44 (0) 207 160 3558
simon.wood
@addleshawgoddard.com

CHARLES GROVES
Associate (ex-Takeover Panel)

+44 (0) 207 160 3306
charles.groves
@addleshawgoddard.com

RICHARD LEE 
Partner

+44 (0) 161 934 6435
richard.lee
@addleshawgoddard.com

GILES DISTIN
Partner (ex-Takeover Panel)

+44 (0) 207 160 3747
giles.distin
@addleshawgoddard.com

NICK PEAREY
Partner 

+44 (0) 207 544 5305
nick.pearey
@addleshawgoddard.com

SHELLEY MCGIVERN
Partner

+44 (0) 161 934 6295
shelley.mcgivern
@addleshawgoddard.com
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LOUISE PRITCHARD
Managing Associate

+44 (0) 207 160 3328
louise.pritchard
@addleshawgoddard.com

JEREMY CRUSE
Legal Director

+44 (0) 207 160 3351
jeremy.cruse
@addleshawgoddard.com

 You’re made to feel like you’re the only client.  Because they know us 
well, they know our expectations in terms of advice and know our risk 

appetite: they can offer more tailored advice. 

CHAMBERS UK DIRECTORY

DUNCAN WILSON
Partner

+44 (0) 161 934 6387
duncan.wilson
@addleshawgoddard.com

ANNA BROWN
Partner

+44 (0) 141 574 2363
anna.brown
@addleshawgoddard.com



 Addleshaw Goddard is committed to delivering outstanding value and to doing 
all it can to help clients succeed in their ambitions, in the UK and globally. By 

understanding what really matters to clients, spending time in their markets and 
through finding new and better ways to deliver and price its services, clients report 

time and again that the firm’s investment in them, allied with first-rate technical 
expertise, sets Addleshaw Goddard as more than just a firm of exceptional lawyers. 

It is also a leader in client investment and understanding. It is proud to act for its 
clients, whatever the scale of their requirements

CHAMBERS UK DIRECTORY



 In 2018, Addleshaw Goddard was the busiest law firm on 
completed UK takeover bids.



© 2019 Addleshaw Goddard LLP. All rights reserved.  Extracts may be copied with prior permission and provided their source is acknowledged.  This document is for general information only.  It is not legal advice and should not be acted or relied on as being so, accordingly Addleshaw Goddard disclaims any 
responsibility.  It does not create a solicitor-client relationship between Addleshaw Goddard and any other person.  Legal advice should be taken before applying any information in this document to any facts and circumstances.  Addleshaw Goddard is an international legal practice carried on by Addleshaw Goddard 
LLP (a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales and authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Law Society of Scotland) and its affi liated undertakings.  Addleshaw Goddard operates in the Dubai International Financial Centre through Addleshaw Goddard (Middle East) LLP 
(registered with and regulated by the DFSA), in the Qatar Financial Centre through Addleshaw Goddard (GCC) LLP (licensed by the QFCA), in Oman through Addleshaw Goddard (Middle East) LLP in association with Nasser Al Habsi & Saif Al Mamari Law Firm (licensed by the Oman Ministry of Justice), in Hamburg 
through Addleshaw Goddard (Germany) LLP (a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales) and in Hong Kong through Addleshaw Goddard (Hong Kong) LLP, a Hong Kong limited liability partnership pursuant to the Legal Practitioners Ordinance and regulated by the Law Society of Hong Kong.  In Tokyo, 
legal services are offered through Addleshaw Goddard’s formal alliance with Hashidate Law Offi ce.  A list of members/principals for each fi rm will be provided upon request.  The term partner refers to any individual who is a member of any Addleshaw Goddard entity or association or an employee or consultant with 
equivalent standing and qualifi cations.  If you prefer not to receive promotional material from us, please email us at unsubscribe@addleshawgoddard.com.  For further information, including about how we process your personal data, please consult our website www.addleshawgoddard.com or www.aglaw.com.

REF: 11748

addleshawgoddard.com

Aberdeen, Doha, Dubai, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Leeds, London, Manchester, Muscat, Singapore  
and Tokyo*

* a formal alliance with Hashidate Law Office


