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THE RETAIL AND CONSUMER HUB 
 

Welcome to the July edition of the Retail and Consumer newsletter!  

One of the clear themes to emerge from the recent merger of Addleshaw Goddard 

and HBJ Gateley is the amount of work we're doing in partnership with some 

excellent brewers. Those brewers, big and small, are constantly pushing the 

boundaries and leading the consumer on an exciting and tasty journey. A number of 

them have also taken the step of branching out into management or ownership of 

their own pubs, from which they can showcase both their own products and those of 

peers which they admire.  

To the envy of a number of colleagues, I am lucky enough to be a judge for the 

second year running in the Scottish Beer Awards. The judging day was in May and 

the awards dinner is on 28 September in Edinburgh, coinciding with the Beer 

Matters conference and trade show taking place earlier that day. The finalists 

comprise 38 breweries and 147 beers, representing just over half of the entered 

beers. The experience vividly demonstrates to me just how exciting it is to be 

involved in the brewing industry at the moment. It also coincides neatly with the 

launch of Addleshaw Goddard's series of guides and services focused specifically 

on Restaurants, Bars and Pubs, which is described in more detail in this month's 

newsletter.  

 So if all of this talk of beer has whetted your appetite for a summer pint, please 

head to your nearest beer garden (preferably owned by one of our clients, of 

course). 

On a more sobering front, there have been some interesting headlines over the past 

few weeks with a consistent theme from the Bank of England being a concern about 

mounting consumer debt and the possibility of banks being forced to hold more 

capital if consumer credit continues to grow rapidly. Household debt now equals 

about 135% of household income.   

At the same time, however, Britain’s manufacturers are reported to have increased 

production last month at the fastest rate since the mid-1990s, according to the 

latest CBI industrial trends survey. The survey noted that the fall in sterling over the 

last year has bolstered export orders while domestic demand also remained strong. 

Whilst firms that only import are suffering, according to a recent study for American 

Express, the study found that firms that both export and import were the most 

confident, with 95% saying sterling’s slump had boosted business and increased 

profit margins. 

This month there was a landmark decision in which the Supreme Court ruled 

Employment Tribunal fees unlawful. We discuss the impact of this in this month's 

newsletter, given that its effect will hit the Retail and Consumer sector hardest, as 

the UK's largest private sector employer. 

Finally, this month's newsletter also includes an article on the future for casinos in 

the UK and some interesting updates from the world of consumer advertising. I 

hope you enjoy it. 
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This month's articles…  

 

Competitive Edge - Coty Opinion – balancing brands and online platforms 

This week's Advocate-General's Opinion in the Coty case gives brand owners comfort that appropriate restrictions to protect a 

brand and the environment for its sale in an online context will be acceptable, please find our article here.  

 

What is the future for casinos in the UK?  

How can casinos and local authorities circumnavigate the restrictions imposed by The Gambling Acts 1968 and 2005?  Find 

out in our article here. 

 

AG advertising update  

In this edition of our Advertising Update, our commercial team discusses topics such as the advertising standards agency's 

recent ban of two adverts for reading the Terms and Conditions too quickly, Instagram's new tool for advertising transparency, 

and the impact of extremism fears on internet giants, plus much more, click here to read the full article. 

 

Indian GST Implementation  

Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India came into force on 1 July 2017 and is one of the most significant tax reforms the 

country has ever seen. Our article looks at what has changed and what it means for businesses, in particular logistics. Click 

here for the full article.  

 

Supreme Court rules Employment Tribunal fees unlawful 

Last Wednesday, the Supreme Court ruled that The Employment Tribunals and the Employment Appeal Tribunal Fees Order 

2013 SI 2013/1893 ('Fees Order') is unlawful under both domestic and EU law because it has the effect of preventing access 

to justice. Consequently, the Supreme Court has ruled that the Fees Order must be rescinded with immediate effect , and fees 

paid between 29 July 2013 and 26 July 2017 refunded – an estimated cost of £27 million. Find out more here.  

 

Shared parental pay 

We are running a mini survey amongst our sector clients to ascertain how many businesses are enhancing their shared 

parental pay. It will only take a minute of your time (we promise!) and will help us collate market insight to share with you.  

 

Restaurants, Bars and Pubs  

From pizzas, steaks and wine to mocktails, salads and smoothies, the offerings from today's restaurant, bars and pubs are 

hugely varied; as are the challenges and opportunities facing operators, lenders, investors, landlords and other sector 

participants. Read how we help our clients to make the most of these opportunities on our newly launched, dedicated sector 

webpage. 

 

Events  

 

IP Breakfast Seminar 

Today's big data environment provides numerous opportunities for retailers but if poorly managed it can lead to missed 

chances and exposure to infringement allegations, leading potentially to reduced revenue and damages. Our experts will give 

an overview of common issues encountered and how best to get it right.  

Manchester - 19 September 2017, London - 26 September 2017, Leeds - 28 September 2017. Time - 8.30am to 10.30am.  

RSVP – Janet Edwards 

 

The GC Update 

This is one of our flagship events and is oversubscribed every year. We focus on a host of legal updates across all sectors but 

offer sector-specific breakouts to encourage peer-to-peer networking and market discussions. Leeds – 4 October 2017, 

Manchester – 12 October 2017, London – 19 October 2017, Scotland – TBC. 9.30am – c.5pm followed by networking drinks.  

RSVP – Janet Edwards 

 

https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/competition/competitive-edge-coty-opinion-balancing-brands-and-online-platforms.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/future-of-casinos-in-the-uk.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/future-of-casinos-in-the-uk.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/advertising-update-july-17.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/indian-gst-implementation.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/indian-gst-implementation.pdf
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/globalassets/insights/retail-and-consumer/supreme-court-rules-tribunal-fees-unlawful.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PWWD6N9
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/en/sectors/retail-consumer/restaurants-bars-and-pubs/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_company%3BvbQpPo9YSvi%2FyIACIroGTQ%3D%3D
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/en/sectors/retail-consumer/restaurants-bars-and-pubs/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_company%3BvbQpPo9YSvi%2FyIACIroGTQ%3D%3D
mailto:janet.edwards@addleshawgoddard.com?subject=LONDON%20-%20IP%20Breakfast%20Seminar%20-%2026%20September%202017
mailto:janet.edwards@addleshawgoddard.com?subject=GC%20Update
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© 2017  Addleshaw Goddard LLP.  All rights reserved.  Extracts may be copied with prior permission and provided their source is acknowledged.  This document is for general information 
only.  It is not legal advice and should not be acted or relied on as being so, accordingly Addleshaw Goddard disclaims any responsibility.  It does not create a solicitor-client relationship 
between Addleshaw Goddard and any other person.  Legal advice should be taken before applying any information in this document to any facts and circumstances.  Addleshaw Goddard is 
an international legal practice carried on by Addleshaw Goddard LLP (a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales and authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority and the Law Society of Scotland) and its affiliated undertakings.  Addleshaw Goddard operates in the Dubai International Financial Centre through Addleshaw Goddard (Middle 
East) LLP (registered with and regulated by the DFSA), in the Qatar Financial Centre through Addleshaw Goddard (GCC) LLP (licensed by the QFCA), in Oman through Addleshaw Goddard 
(Middle East) LLP in association with Nasser Al Habsi & Saif Al Mamari Law Firm (licensed by the Oman Ministry of Justice) and in Hong Kong through Addleshaw Goddard (Hong Kong) 
LLP, a Hong Kong limited liability partnership pursuant to the Legal Practitioners Ordinance and regulated by the Law Society of Hong Kong.  In Tokyo, legal services are offered through 
Addleshaw Goddard's formal alliance with Hashidate Law Office.  A list of members/principals for each firm will be provided upon request.  The term partner refers to any individual who is a 
member of any Addleshaw Goddard entity or association or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications.  If you prefer not to receive promotional material from us, 
please email us at unsubscribe@addleshawgoddard.com.  For further information please consult our website www.addleshawgoddard.com or www.aglaw.com. 

International Expansion Report Launch Events with Retail Week:  
Our report, produced in conjunction with Retail Week looks at the internationalisation of brands across 5 key global markets – 

China, Germany, India, the US and the UAE. Which are the most frequently adopted routes to market, the challenges and 

benefits for retailers to consider and commentary from international retailers on their experiences.  

Manchester – 16 November, London - 23 November. 

RSVP – Katie Brown 

 

Annual Employment Law Seminar 

Our annual Training Day is the unmissable event of the year for in-house employment lawyers and HR professionals alike, 

offering the opportunity to take stock of recent and future employment law developments and providing expert insight and 

guidance on the daily issues.  This year we will cover a range of topics including: restrictive covenants, Scots employment 

law, the post-Brexit landscape, internal investigations, dismissal for repeated grievances and gender parity at work.  

London - 5 October 

RSVP – Renee Lofthouse 

 

Twitter: @AG_RandC  

Website: www.addleshawgoddard.com/retailandconsumer 
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